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Some of the latest R&D 
technologies in agriculture will 
be key to addressing global food 
production problems in the near 
future. Severe issues facing the 

farming sector include a massive increase 
in global populations and drier soils 
because of the warmer temperatures. 
Technological advances, particularly 
within agri-tech, have the potential to 
tackle these challenges.

a B o u T  a g r I - T e C h
Scientists, engineers and technologists 
work hand-in-hand with startups, 
research bodies and established 
businesses to innovate within the agri-
tech sector. Since the mid-20th century 
farming has increasingly been recognised 
as a business, with farmers and managers 
spending considerable amounts of time 
looking at input costs, like seed, nutrients 
and water to determine returns on 
investment (ROI).
  As we move into the 2020s and 
beyond, the demands facing farmers are 
increasing, as they face limited resources 
and higher input costs. Maintaining a 

profi table farming business can be a real 
struggle and this is where the agri-tech 
sector comes into play. New technologies 
are in development to assist in cutting 
costs while increasing productivity, with 
science and data playing an important 
role in these solutions.

a g r I - T e C h  a n d  r & d
The UK government is fi rmly behind Agri-
tech innovation and has promised further 
funding for the sector in the near future, 
including £20m currently available for 
agri-crop developments.
  UK-based agri-tech businesses also 
have opportunities to take advantage of 
government backed R&D tax credit 
schemes to help ensure money invested 
into research and development stretches 
as far as possible. The Research and 
Development Tax Credits Statistics for 
2017 published by HMRC show only a 
small increase in Agriculture claims. In 
total 135 claims were paid in 2017 
compared to 105 claims for 2016. The total 
amount claimed for the sector remained at 
£5 million for each year, although one 
would expect to see an increase. Compared 
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